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MIDNIGHT FARM

ook what’s happening
at the f:arm...

Riding Session Dates

Spring Session
Mar. 22-May 21

Summer Session

June 1-July 9

All fees are due at the

beginning of the session.

Autism Camp dates are
listed on page 7

Open House
And
Ribbon Cutting Ceremony
Thursday, May 6"
4.30p.m. — 7.00p.m.

Volunteer Training

Saturday, April 24™
1.00p.m. — 4p.m.

Contact Imcormation

Colleen Baker
Director
785-979-1889
colleenbaker@clokansas.org

Dionne Newton
Equestrian Program Coordinator
785-979-1889
dionnenewton@clokansas.org

Bonnie Bruns
Volunteer Coordinator
785- 979-1889
bonniebrunst@clokansas.org

“Hoof Bcats”

The Midnight Farm Newsletter

Winter 2010

THE BARN DOORS ARE OPEN!

Words cannot express the
joy and excitement we feel
as we walk through the
doors of Midnight Farm
each day. Once nothing
more than a dream,
Midnight Farm and the
Equestrian Program are
now up and running full
force. It is amazing to
realize that dream has now
become a reality.

It’s hatd to believe that we
have actually completed
our first two sessions of
riding lessons at Midnight
Farm. There were times
when we weren’t sure if it
would ever happen, but it
has and we’re thrilled with
the program so far!

In the winter session we are
serving 30 riders. We have
added new classes to make
room for even more over
the next few months. Our
riders range in age from 5
to 56 with both males and
females equally represented
in our various classes. This
reinforces our feelings that
horseback riding is for
everyone!

We now have over 100
trained volunteers who
make it possible for
everyone involved to enjoy
the benefits of the
Equestrian Program. We’re
very fortunate to have such
a positive, dedicated group
of individuals working with

our riders each day.
Without them, it would not
be possible to offer
therapeutic riding to the
vast majority of our riders.
We have a sign in the
volunteer area that says,
“Volunteers don’t get paid
because they’re worthless,
they don’t get paid because
they’re PRICELESS!!”
How true that is. Please
make sure to recognize and
appreciate the volunteers
that make the fabulous
programs at Midnight Farm
possible! We’re so grateful
to have each and every one
of you as part of the
Midnight Farm family!

~ Midnight Farm Staff

From the Director’s Sta”

I am thrilled that Midnight
Farm is finally open. Itis
fnice to see our many, many
months of planning, hard
work, and building finally
complete and fulfilling our
hopes of providing
happiness and the “good
life” to so many people.
Thanks to our many
volunteers and CLO staff,
Midnight Farm is offering a

part of the “good life” to
so many people who would
not otherwise know the
joys of horses and the
benefits of riding, as well as
the fun of petting the farm
animals, of “Rick” rides,
and of general life in the
country

And guess what???? We
have only just begun! We
will be riding in our
outdoor arena this spring as
weather permits. Our
classes will also include trail
riding adventures around
Midnight Farm through
specially designed sensory

trails and the development
of our Midnight Farm
Show Team and Drill
Team. So riders tell your
friends, bring them to join
us as we ride together and
discover the many wonders
of Midnight Farm.

The favorite part of my day
is seeing the smiles and
hearing the laughter of our
riders and visitors while
enjoying the opportunities
Midnight Farm offers.

Happy Riding —
Colleen




Did you knhow.....

That one of the horse’s
Closest relatives is the
rhinoceros?

THANKS, KRS

We would like to thank Kr’is Womer.
5]’16 came to Miclnight Farm initia”tj
as a vo]untccr, but quicuy became
our Vo[untecr Coorclir\ator, As the
programs at Mi&night Farm have
continued to grow, so has the need
for more staff. Whilc Kris is still a
familiar face around the farm, her new
job is that of Dag Services
(oordinator. Shc now Plans and
imP]cmcr\ts the Day Classcs held at
Midnight Farmfor C1 O clients.
Flcasc extend her a warm “thank you”
forher past service to the
Equestrian Frogram when you see
herl We wish her the best in her new
Position and we're glad we stingct to

see her every Clagl

Welcome, Amy!!

Amy Andrews joins us as our
Barn Assistant. She's in charge of
making sure all the animals are
fed and happy! We're grateful
for all she does behind the
scenes 1o help keep things
running smoothly!

Rider Spotlights

MAGGI PIVOVAR

After having meningococcal
meningitis in 2007 which

something to help
strengthen her muscles and
improve her balance. She
first put her name on a
waiting list for a different
therapeutic riding program
before Midnight Farm was
built. Two years, later, she
was still on the waiting list!
Horseback riding was
something she had always
dreamed of doing, but as a
mom of 4, her desires had
been putting it on the back
burner. After reading the
material about Midnight
Farm, she knew it was her

resulted in double, below the ;11 to do something for

knee amputations, Maggi
Pivovar knew she needed

herself!

JESSICA MEADE

Jessica is a bright young girl
who has worked, and
continues to work, very
hard to overcome
challenges in her life. She
was first diagnosed with
Apraxia at the age of two.
It was not until she was

3 V2 years old that she

was able to verbally
communicate simple needs
such as a drink of water or
food. As she has gotten
older and school work gets
more complicated her
parents have found that she
has additional learning
challenges such as
inattentive ADD, dyslexia,
dysgraphia, phonological
awareness is insufficient,
and extreme social anxiety.

Her mom tells us, “Since
Jessica started riding at
Midnight Farm, she has
become more driven and

eager to learn at home and
school, and has found
greater confidence with her
peers, both in and out of
the school setting. She has
found the certainty she
needs to move forward

with her daily activities.
Her weekly riding has
opened a whole new world
for her and it keeps getting

In Maggi’s own words, “I
was ecstatic! Midnight
Farm put my needs and
safety first, making
adaptations that a regular
stable might not be able or
know how to accommodate.
My horse, Vanzi, looked so
tall and intimidating the first
time we met, and I was a bit
nervous, but 6 sessions later,
I was confidently and
proudly riding him around
the arena independently!
The staff and volunteers did
an amazing job instructing
and assisting me. Best of all,
they challenged me to do
more and to do it better.
The day I ride is my favorite
day of the week.”

brighter every day.
Therapeutic riding and all
the volunteers have been a
blessing for Jessica. Not
only has she become more
secure in her place in the
wortld, it has given her
family hope for the future.
Children with learning
challenges struggle day to
day, but with the help of
the Midnight Farm
Equestrian program, Jessica
has learned to embrace
who she is and has
blossomed with a passion
for learning and life.”

Jessica now rides
independently and
continues to improve her
skills each week. She is an
absolute delight to teach
and we’re so glad she’s part
of the Midnight Farm
Equestrian Program!



Wclcome, Bonniett

Change is a good thing
here at Miclnight Farm
because all our changes
are a direct result of the
growth of our programs.
The most recent

change in our staff is

the addition of Bonnje
M With Kris
moving into the Day
Services program of
Midnig]ﬁt Farm,
Bonnie will take her
Placc as the \/ofuntecr
Coordinator and an
additional NARHA
instructor. Shc comes
to us as the Prcvious
director of Fathwags
Ar\ima] Assisted
ThcraPB program. She
has a wealth of
know!cdgc in all aspects
of the tl‘wcrapcutic
ridir\g industrg. We're
so excited to have her
on our staff. She will
also be in charge of the
Saturday Frograms at
Midnight Farm
bcginning in late March
so she’ll be one busg
ladyl Please give hera
warm welcome when you

see her smilir\g facell

Thank you
to all of our
incredible volunteers!
Wc could not
Possfbly do this
without your hclpl

Volunteer Spotlight

ToM AND APRIL JONES

After years of enjoyment
raising and training
horses in Louisburg,
Kansas, Tom and
April Jones made the
tough decision to put it
all behind and move to
the suburbs because
Tom’s back prevented
him from riding.
Although they found a
wonderful home in
Lenexa, they quickly
grew bored with the city
life and yearned for
horse contact and wide
open spaces. They
couldn’t turn back the
clock, so they began
searching for volunteer

opportunities on the
Internet that would fill
the void. They stumbled

across Midnight Farm
and fell in love with its
vision to provide “the
good life” to people with
disabilities through horses
and farm experiences.

In their own words:
“Arriving at the farm is
like arriving in paradise.
The welcoming staff
makes you feel like you
are part of the family, the
gentle horses greet you
with tender comfort to
heal your souls, and the
picturesque scenery
enchants you with
splendid gifts of nature.
Yet the true delight of
Midnight Farm doesn’t
arrive until the

therapeutic lessons begin.

Assisting people of all ages
fulfill their dreams to
experience the freedom of
horseback riding is
incredible. The smiles are
contagious, the laughter
abundant, and the
friendships created are
profound. The fitness beats
any gym in the state.” The
secret to Midnight Farm is
that it offers “the good life”
to any and everyone that
passes through the gate.
Tom and April have spent
countless hours serving at
Midnight Farm since the
beginning. Not only do they
help in several classes, they
are also here on the
weekends making sure
every detail is taken care of.
They are never without a
smile! We are very fortunate
to have such hard working,
dedicated and loving people
on the Midnight Farm
volunteer team. Thank you,
Tom and April, for all that
you do on behalf of all of
us at Midnight Farm!

Please tell your friends about the incredible volunteer opportunities
available at Midnight Farm! As our program grows, so does our need
for caring volunteers. To become part of the Midnight Farm Volunteer
Team please contact Bonnie Bruns, Volunteer Coordinator

iVol unt ee
ARE
/l ove i n moi

The next volunteer training
Saturday, April 24t
1:00p.m. 8 4:00p.m.



You

Wedd | i ke
the following
supporters of

Midnight Farm for
their vario us
contributions:

Allison and Trip
Frizell and their
group of generous
friends planned
and puton our
first fantastic
social and
fundraiser, Boots
and Bubbles!
Thanks also to the
KU Jayhawks
Menos
Team for helping
serve the food .
Fantastic music
and tours of the
newly completed
barnle dto a

Bask

THANKS!!

great night for
everyone there.

Bayer Animal
Health generously
donated tickets for
the BPR Rodeo at
the American Royal
to our program
participa nts and
volunteers! Thanks!

Wedd al so
thank Mitchell
Phipps for choosing
Midnight Farm as
his Eagle Scout
Project. He cleared
the grove of trees
across from the
barn, creating a
nice retre at area
for our guests to
enjoy, if the snow
ever melts!!

Eudora High School
students came out
and provided two
hours of volunteer
work at Midnight
Farm. They picked

rocks out of arena
and planted bulbs
around the
property. We
appreciate their
efforts!

Many thanks go
to ITW Labelsin
Gardner for the
beautiful
landscaping
around the front
of the barn. We
canodt
it all come back
to life in spring!

Thanks to Mike
Strouse for
feeding our barn
"critters" through
the long snowy
Christmas
weekend when
only a "four
wheeler" could

get thru the drifts
to the farm. CEO
EXTRAORDINARE..
... Thanks Mike!
Comet, Boo, LulLu,

wai t

Everyone had a
very
“spooktacular”
time at the
Halloween party!
Thanks to Hawks
for Health for
putting on such a
great party!

A great big thank
you to one of our
riders, Logan
Farmer, for
donating the
newest edition to
the Midnight Farm
animal family! The
yet-to-be named
Guinea Pig is
acclimating well
to his new home
and we look
forward sharing
him with
everyonel

It is impossible to list all who have contributed to the success of
Midnight Farm thus far. Please know that every co
and small, is greatly appreciated. Thank you!!

ntribution, large



Potential Rider Information

What an amazing thing we have the fortune to be part of......things are really growing out at Midnight Farm and we are n
beginning to plan for our Spring RidjrSession. | have had mapgopleexpress interest in our program. Mosttbbse | have
spoken with have not been aware of the process required to partioigaeMidnight Farm Equestrian Program | thought |
would give everyone hrief overview.

Midni ght Farm serves all individuals with disabilities
hearing and vision impairments, ADHD, ADD, amputation, traumatic brain injury and developmental détagscept riders a:
youngas three and there is no upper age limit. There are some conditions that are contraindications to riding and we do
some limitations imposed by availability of suitable horses, but our goal is to serve anyone who desires to participaibddean:
to do so safely.

In order foran individualto participate there are several things that must happen. First, a Rider Application must be comg
The application is available in the office, on Malnight Farm website (midnigifarm.org)or by emailing
dionnenewton@clokansas.a@request onelhis application requires the signature of the potential rider's legal guardilh
forms The application also requires a signed physician's statewtéra brief medical history and approval fparticipation
Oncethe paperwork is completepntact me andve will schedule a new rider evaluation to deterntiveebest placement for the
potential rider(CLO consumers must also have a CLO stadinber attendur Volunteer Training to be trained to assist them
their weekly classes.)

While it is our goal to be able to serve everyone who desires to participate, we currently have limited lesson times \&&ila
hope to continue to expand our scheduld offer nore classes sibis important to let us knowas soon as possibifeyou have
someone who is interested in peigating in our Spring session, which begins the week of Marth 22e are veryexcitedto be
able to offer our first Saturdayding classess well in the Spring sessioRlease email me if you have someone who may be
interested in participating or if you have any further questions pertaining to the Midnight Farm Equestrian Program.

Riding is one of the ways to help those we care abouyenjpece of "the goodfé"! | look forward to hearing from all those
who are interested!

~ Dionne Newton, Rider Liaison

MIDNIGHT FARM LOGO APPAREL COMING SOON!

Many have asked about the clothing that some of our staff wear with the Midnight Farm
logo embroidered on it These clothing items have been purchased by the individuals
thorough a local embroidery store. However, we have had so many inquiries about it, we
have decided to offer Midnight Farm t-shirts, hats and sweatshirts with the Midnight
Farm logo embroidered on them. These Items will be available to order. They will soon be
on display at Midnight Farm along with an order form.

All proceeds from the sale of Midnight Farm logo merchandise will go towards our
Rider Scholarship Fund to help provide scholarships for potential riders who could not
otherwise afford to participate and obtain the magnificent benefits that come from
therapeutic riding! Not only will you look fantastic sporting your new midnight farm
apparel, you wil!/l be hel ping someone enjoy oOoOthe good


mailto:dionnenewton@clokansas.org

Midnight Farm to host Autism Workshop in April

Midnight Farm will be hosting the NARHA Region 7 Conference April 16-18, 2010. We are very excited about our pre-
conference workshop on Friday, April 16th and would like to invite anyone who is interested in learning more about autism
and therapeutic riding to attend. The cost of the workshop is $75, including breakfast and lunch. Online registration is
available at www.narha.org. On the right side is a box with options, choose Region Connections, then Region 7. The first thing
on the Region 7 page is an option to register for the Region 7 Conference! For more information please contact Dionne

Newton (dionnenewton@clokansas.org )at Midnight Farm.

Autism: not the end of the road ... just a different kind of journey

(Colorado Tnerapeutic defng (Center teamed up with T he Children's Hospfta| Denver, CQO) to conduct a two year
research stucly Focusing on the effects of tnerapcutic horseback ric{ing on children and adolescents with autism spectrum
disorders. T his study examined the effects of tnerapeutic riding for 30 children ages 6-17 with an autism spectrum diagnosis.
The study’s Primary aim was to evaluate the effects of 10 weekly one-hour tneraPeutic ric{ing sessions in three core areas of
Functioning: self regulation, ac{aptive skills and Pnysica] coordination, stabilitg and motor Planning/Praxis. The scconclarg aims
were to examine Participants’ ongoing change/ﬁmprovement trends in selLreguIation and examine dose response bg assessing
half of the Participants who receive an additional 10 weeks of tnerapcutic ricling‘ Fourteen standardized assessment measures
were emﬂoyed.

Dr. Robin (Gabriels, FSE.D., and Amg Scnogncr, MSW, will present the Findings of their research and discuss the
imPIications and aPPlications to tl’xeraPeutic ric{ing. The worksnoP will also include hands-on lessons in the arena, giving
attendees an oPPortunity to Practice some of the successful strategies developed as a result of their studg. Join us for this
fantastic worksnop and gain an in-cleptn understanding of autism spectrum disorders and a Practical working know|eclgc of how to

adapt lesson plans to meet the specific needs of participants with autism spectrum disorders, which, according to the 2008
P P P P P P ) ) s

NAKHA upclatc, has quickly become the number one dfsabilitg served }39 NARHA centers worldwide.

Robin Gabricls, qu.D.~ (linical Director of Ncuropsgcl’xiatric Special Care Frogram at | he Children's Hospital and
Assistant Professorin the Department of Fsgcniatry at the Universitg of Coloraclo at Denver and [ealth Sciences Center.

Author of several books on autism, Dr. (Gabriels has lectured nationa”g and internationa”g and conducts research related to

g autism interventions.

improvinD

Amq SI’IOH:HCI", MSW ~ NAKHA Advancc ]nstructor‘ Currently, Amg works as Facultg for NARHA, teacl’ring worksl’xops
and conclucting certifications for NARHA Registcrec{ | _evel |nstructor C ertification and instructs at (_olorado Tl’]erapeutic

Kicling Centcr‘ 5}’16 has been the !«:9 instructor in the autism research stu&ﬂ with Dr. (Gabriels and has clcvelopcd a 10 unit

program for use in tl’;crapeutic ricling programs.

UPCOMING VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

In addition fo the Autism pre-conterence, Midnight Farm will be hosting a number of other activities for the

NARHA Region 7 Conterence. We will be in need of volunteers to help with several aspects of hosting the
conference. Help will be needed with registration, preparing packets, preparing the barn, serving meals and
assisting with presentations. If you would like fo join in this great opportunity fo bring further educational
opportunities fo the NARHA members of our region and improve the quality of our program, please contact
Dionne or Bonnie at Midnight Farm and see how you might be able fo help!



http://www.narha.org/
mailto:dionnenewton@clokansas.org

Spring Break Day Camp for Kids with Autism

Camp at Midnight Farm is a blast!
Activities include games, crafts and a
scavenger hunt. We will have camp
sing-along time in our heated lodge as
well as interactive animal activities and
horseback riding in our huge enclosed
and heated arena and petting paddocks.
Of course, our 40 acres of beautiful
grounds will be available, if weather
allows, for wagon rides with our fabulous
Belgian Horse "Rick".

Camp staff is trained in the tenets of
applied behavior analysis for the purpose
of teaching during camp activities.

Not only will kids have fun at camp,
parents will enjoy three days of training

(free of charge) on empirically-based

techniques for reducing problem behavior
and teaching skills such as
communication, social skills, self-care,
play, and hobbies.

We are looking forward to meeting you
and your child with autism at Midnight

Farm. For more information contact.

Diane Bannerman Juracek, Ph.D., BCBA,
Phone: 785-218-9358

Email: campdirector@clokansas.org

or

Julie Van Foeken, Recreation Coordinator
Phone: 785-218-9329

reccoordinator@clokansas.org

Additional Camps for Children with Autism

Midnight Farm will also
offer additional camps
for children with autism
and their parents on
several weekends this
year as well as an
additional week long
camp this summer.

camps are:

The two-day weekend

Sat.-Sun., June 12-13

Sat.-Sun., June 26 - 27

The 5 day camp is:

Monday - Friday
July 26 —July 30.

Check the Midnight
Farm website for
information about
upcoming camps.

(Midnight-farm.org)

Spring Break
Day Camp
for
Kids with Autism.

March 15 -19, 2010

Camp is 9:00a.m.- 4.00p.m.
Monday through Friday

Camp includes three days of
parent training from 9.00 a.m.
to 4.00p.m., Wednesday,
Thursday, and Friday.

Cost for all 5 days is $250
Parent training is FREE

Additional fee may apply if the

camper requires 1.1 support

Additional fee for supported
horseback riding with a
NARHA certified instructor
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Pur-O-Zone
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Frank Ross and Barclay Ross
Micaela Ross-Ward
and Jerry Ward

Joseph & Leta Roth

Sabatini Architects, Inc.
Robert and Laura Schulte
Lynn Segebrecht

Brady and Mary Sharp

Jan Sheldon and Jim Sherman
Mary Margaret Simpson
Richard and Georgia Smith

Deborah Sokoloff
John W. and Effie E. Speas
- Memorial Trust

Starfire Engineering & Technologies

A special thank you to all Midnight Farm Donors throughout 2009! You made the dream a reality!!

Dick and Sue Steele
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Friends of Katy Young and Theo



Midnight Farm
2084-B N. 600 Rd
Baldwin City, KS

66006
Phone
(785) 979-1889
Website

Midnight-farm.org

Mi dni ght
the good life!
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Midnight Farm will
host an Open House
and Ribbon Cutting
Ceremony on
Thursday, May 6™
from 4:30p.m. -
7:00p.m. The official
ribbon cutting
ceremony will be
held at 5:30 p.m.
Join us fo celebrate
Midnight Farm'’s
Grand Opening.
Come and see the

Learn about the other
exciting programs now
being offered at
Midnight Farm.

exciting things going
on at the farm.

Meet the alpacas and
other animals in our
petting areq, take a
tour of the beautiful
Lodge and the
specially designed
Equestrian Center, and
meet the horses used in
the therapeutic riding
program offered at
Midnight Farm for
people with disabilities.

Refreshments will be
served!
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